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Area 


Velvet Swimming crab 


Where Across the UK 
Habitat Lower-shore 
rockpools. Distinguishable 
by their velvety texture. 
Can grow up to 8cm wide 
When Especially 
June-September 


Common Spider crab 

Where South-west and west coasts 
of Britain and Ireland 

Habitat Lower-shore areas, on sandy 
flats or among rocks and seaweed in 
deep rockpools. These crabs are 10cm 
long and 8cm wide, and normally 
congregate in areas with coarse sand 
so they can bury themselves 

When June-September 


Common 

Hermit crab 
Where Across the UK 
Habitat These small 
(1cm) crabs are found 
on most beaches, but 
are particularly fond 
of sandy flats. They 
live inside empty 


shells (usually whelks) Edible crab 

When All year round, Where Across the UK ;. 
especially June- Habitat These meaty crabs grow 
September up to 20cm wide and are found under 


large stones on rocky shores 
When Especially June-September 


Strigose 
Squat lobster 


Common Shore crab 
Where Across the UK 
Habitat Common Shore 
crabs are usually 8cm wide 
and can be found on rocky 
and sandy beaches in low 
lying areas. They're often 
found hiding in seaweed or 
under rocks. Look out for 
females carrying eggs under 
their bodies in late spring 
When All year round, 
especially June-September 


Broad-clawed 
Porcelain crab 
Where Across the UK 
Habitat These small 
crabs (1.5cm) hide 
under stones in 
rockpools 

When Especially 
June-September 


Squat lobster 

Where Abundant throughout Britain and tretand 

Habitat These lobsters can reach lengths of 6.5cm and can be 
found living under rocks or hiding in dark crevices in rockpools 
When Particularly common March-May 


Where Common on all British coasts 

Habitat Found on low-lying shoreline, on 
gravel or under rocks and boulders, and in 
permanent rockpools. Can grow up to 9cm long 
When Common in spring, especially March-May 


Anemones 
and sponges 


Sea anemone 
Where Common on all British coasts 
Habitat Found in shore pools, under 
stones, in caves and in crevices from the 
mid-tide level and below. Their base is 
3cm in diameter and their white threads 
(which may sting) stretch up to 4cm 
When All year round 


Dahlia anemone 

Where Across the UK 

Habitat These large (15cm) anemones 

like the lower shore where tidal action 
is strong. Can be difficult to spot when 
covered in sand 

When All year round 


Beadlet anemone 

Where Common around Britain's coasts 
Habitat These anemones can be found 
attached to rocks in both exposed and 
sheltered situations. They grow up to 
5cm in diameter, are red, green, brown 
or orange in colour — and can sting 
When All year round 


Orange sponge 

Where Common across the.UK 
Habitat.This sponge grows between 
10 and 40cm in diameter and appears 
on rocks, wreckage and empty shells 
where the tidal currant is strong 
When All year round 


Snakelocks anemone 

Where Southern and western shores 
Habitat In rockpools, usually among 
the leaves of seagrass. They have a 
diameter of up to 7cm with an 18cm 
tentacle span. Be careful not to touch: 
their sting is worse than a jellyfish 
When All year round 


Breadcrumb sponge 

Where Present across Britain 

Habitat This sponge forms (usually) 
green patches in shaded, wave-exposed 
crevices on rocky coastlines, and is also 
found under damp overhangs. Its colour 
varies from green to creamy-yellow and 
it can grow up to 20cm thick 

When All year round 


Molluscs and bivalves 


Dog Whelk 
Mussel Where Across the UK 
Where All around the UK Habitat Found on rocky Where Across the UK 
Habitat Mussels (usually Periwinkle coastlines where they feed Habitat Common on all 
2-3cm in length) cluster Where Across the UK on barnacles. The coloured, rocky shores, these shells 


in dense beds on rocky, 
muddy coastlines and are 
common on exposed rocks 
among barnacles 

When All year round 


Habitat Common on 
rocky coasts, rare in 
exposed sites. Shells 
can be 5cm high 
When All year round 


empty shells (3-6cm long) 
can be found in rockpools — 
unless a hermit crab takes 
up residence in them 

When All year round 


grow up to 6cm wide 

and are usually found in 
rockpools, clinging to rocks 
and feeding on the algae 
When All year round 


Illustrations: Sandra Pond and Robin Carter of The Art Agency 


Where Across the UK 

Habitat Commonly found in rockpools 
or under damp stones from where they 
emerge at high tide to forage over the 
shore. Shannies grow up to 16cm in 
length but be careful, they can bite! 
When March-September. Also seen in 
winter in the south-west ; 
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15-spined Stickleback 


Common Goby 

Where Abundant along British 

and Irish coastlines 

Habitat These small (6cm) fish are 
found in rockpools, sandy shallows, 
salt marshes and estuaries. Especially 
like muddy shores, high-shore pools 
When April-September 


Sand-smelt 


Butterfish (or Gunnell) 

Where Northern and Scottish coasts; 
occasionally seen in the south-west 
Habitat Primarily found on rocky 
shorelines from the mid- to low-tide 
mark. These fish grow up to 25cm in 
length and like to hide under stones 

or in seaweed 

When February-July, October-November 


Where All coasts of Britain and Ireland 
but uncommon in the south-east 
Habitat Found among the weeds in 
rockpools and in shallow, weedy coastal 
waters. Can grow up to 25cm long 
When March-August 
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Corkwing Wrasse 
Where Across the UK 


Habitat Commonly spotted lurking among 
algae-covered rocks and in tidal pools, these 


fish can grow up to 25cm long 
When All year round 


Worm Pipefish 

Where Found predominantly on the 
south and west coasts of Britain 
Habitat Often found under rocks or 
hiding in dark brown seaweed, these 
slender, worm-like fish can grow up 
to 15cm long 

When Particularly common in 
August and September 


Where Seen frequently in the south, less so in the north 
Habitat Juniors can be found swimming in shoals over 
sandy- or muddy-bottomed rockpools. 
Adults grow up to 20cm long 
When June-August 
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Five-bearded Rockling 

Where Across the UK 

Habitat Commonly found lurking under stones in rockpools. 
Can grow up to 25cm long, but their average size is 12cm 
When March-September 


Rock Goby 
Long-spined Sea Scorpion Where South and west coasts of 
Where Across the UK England and Scotland, the Welsh and 


Habitat Commonly found on rocky 


Irish coastlines and on rocky outcrops 


ground among algae or in tide pools. 
Sea scorpions can grow up to 20cm in 
length and are very well camouflaged, 
so can be difficult to spot 

When February-September 


along the east coast 

Habitat Rock Gobies (12cm) can be 
found on rocky, seaweed-strewn shores, 
often hiding under stones in rockpools 
When April-August’ 


Connemara Sucker 
Where Common in Ireland; 
also found on the west coast 
of the UK , 

Habitat These small (7cm) 
fish can be found clinging 
to the underside of weedy 
stones on the lower shore, 
or seen darting around the 
algae in rockpools 

When April-July 


| Crustac 


7} 3% 


SS ae 
ae mee Ni 


. é 


Common prawn 


Where Across Britain and Ireland 
Habitat Found in groups, hiding in 
crevices or under stones. Up to 11cm 
When Summer and early autumn 


eans 


Shore Clingfish (or 
Cornish Sucker) 

Where West coast of Britain, 
particularly the south-west 
Habitat Abundant on rocky, 
sheltered shores, 8cm in 
length, you'll find them 
clinging to the underside 

of stones or resting in kelp 
When May-September 


Common shrimp 

_ Where Widely distributed across the UK 
Habitat Low-lying shores, especially 
beaches and estuaries. Up to 8.5cm in 
length, these crustacea will bury their 
bodies in the sand leaving only their 
eyes and antennae above the surface 
When All year round 


Cushion Star 

Where Across the UK, but 
Sparse in the north-east 
Habitat Found hiding under 
Stones and overhangs in 
rockpools. 5cm in diameter 
When May-September 


Mermaid's purses 


Dogfish egg case 
Where Across the UK 


Habitat There are two types of Dogfish 
and their egg cases are distinguishable 
by size (5cm or 9cm). These egg cases 
can be found washed up in rockpools 


or at the very top of the beach 
When All year round 


Skate and Ray egg cases 

Where All around the UK shore, although 

in lower numbers on the north-east coast 
Habitat Often found on the strandline (the 
highest point of the highest tide) or at the very 
top of the beach. Egg cases measure from 7cm to 25cm 
When Spent egg cases wash ashore all year round, but are 
more commonly found after windy or rough weather 


Barnacles 

Where Across the UK 

Habitat Found clinging to rocks 
and marine creatures. Barnacles 
Can grow up to 1.5cm in diameter 
and live for eight years. They feed | 
by extending their legs and 

Capturing passing Organisms : 
When All year round 
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Common starfish 
Where Across the UK 
Habitat Shelly gravel and 
rockpools. Usually 10-15cm 
in diameter 

When May-September 
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2 Worm Pipefish 

3 Velvet Swimming crab 
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5 Common prawn 
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6 Shanny 

7 Common starfish 

8 Broad-clawed Porcelain crab 
9 Breadcrumb sponge 

10 Five-bearded Rockling 


11 Cushion Star 

12 Beadlet anemone 
13 Shore crab 

14 Rock Goby 

15 Edible crab 


16 Common Goby 

17 15-spined Stickleback 
18 Dahlia anemone 

19 Butterfish 

(or Gunnell) 


20 Sea anemone 
21 Shore Clingfish 
(or Cornish Sucker) 
22 Limpets 

23 Mussels 


Seaweeds 

24 Japanese Sargassum 
25 Toothed Wrack 

26 Bladder Wrack 

27 Sea Lettuce 


Rockpooling is a simple way to learn about UK 
seashore creatures without getting wet (OK, 
someone's bound to slip in at some point). Our 
final fold-out guide in this series is perfect for 
taking to the beach this summer, to help you 
identify some weird and wonderful wildlife ... 


n hour either side of 
low tide is the best 
time to go rockpooling, 
when the rocks are 
uncovered and (hopefully) loads 

of aquatic treasures are trapped in 
these temporary homes. 

Some of the best-known rock- 
pooling haunts include Wembury 
Beach in Devon, Samphire Hoe in 
Kent, Caswell Bay on the Gower 
Peninsula, Roome Bay in Fife, 
Newton Haven in Northumberland 
and Lyme Regis in Dorset — but 
there are masses of places around 
Britain’s 20,000 miles of coastline. 

First, though, some precautions. 
If in any doubt, check tide times and 
seek advice before you and your 
family start out, to ensure there’s 
no danger of being cut off by the 
incoming tide. And, clearly, there 
are all manner of potential hazards 
for kids here: slippery rocks, 
quicksand, nipping crabs’ claws etc. 
So watch the little darlings/terrors 
(delete as appropriate) closely. 

Care is also needed to stop the 


creatures you seek being scared into 
hiding (admittedly, five-year-olds 
aren’t big on stealth, but one can 
only try). Creep up with care if you 
want to see anemones before they 
retract, though they will eventually 
re-emerge if you stand still long 
enough. The best places to search 
for crabs and fish are under rocks 
and in patches of seaweed, where 
they can protect themselves from 
predators and stay out of the sun. 

Catch prawns and shrimps by 
sweeping a net or sieve through 
the water, then observe them in a 
bucket of seawater — but always 
replace them afterwards just 
where you found them. And don’t 
remove limpets, anemones or even 
seaweed from rocks; they will find 
it hard to reattach themselves. 

This is the last in this set of 
foldies — look out for a new series in 
the Guardian soon. Thanks to Oliver 
Crimmen and Andrew Cabrinovic 
from the Natural History Museum 
(nhm.ac.uk) and Al Reeve (eggcase. 
org) for all their help in compiling it. 


